THE TRI BUNAL

Petiti oner:

Respondent :

FORVAL CASE QUESTI ONNAI RE

1. The questionnaire is designed to present a clear history of
both parties to this marriage. It includes questions
regarding the two parties’ homes of origin, early life,
courtship, engagenent, marriage, separation, and divorce.

2. Pl ease give conpl ete answers, and offer exanples where
needed. It is inportant to explain your beliefs, feelings
and attitudes prior to entering into marri age.

3. Ofer detailed information. One and two word answers are
not

acceptable, and wll delay your case. A followup
i nterview will be required if information is inadequate.
Pl ease cal l the Tribunal at (903) 534-1077 ext 140 if you

have questi ons.

4. This is a formal docunent. Testinony should be typed or
witten legibly in ink. Do not use pencil

5. The Petitioner answers this entire form A separate form
will be mailed to the Respondent, (your former spouse). |If
nore space i s needed, please insert additional pages.

revi sed 10/ 04/ 06



FORVMAL PETITION FOR DECLARATION OF I NVALID TY
PETI TI ONER: First, Mddle, Miden & Present Last Nane

Name:

Addr ess:

Ctyl/ St/ ZzZ:

Phone: Work: ( ) Hore: ( )

Rel i gi on: Date of Birth: Age

Church of Baptism Dat e:

Addr ess:

Gtyl/St/z:

RESPONDENT / FORMER SPOUSE: First, Mddle, Miden & Present Nanme

Nane:

Addr ess:

Gtyl/St/z:

Phone: Work: ( ) Hore: ( )

Rel i gi on: Date of Birth: Age

Church of Baptism Dat e:

Addr ess:

Ctyl/ St/ z:

MARRI AGE: (Encl ose copy of civil marriage |icense)

Pl ace/ Chur ch: Dat e

Addr ess: County:

Ctyl/ St/ z:

DI VORCE: (Encl ose certified copy of divorce decree)

County: St at e: Dat e:




LI BELLUS

I, the undersigned Petitioner, present this petition for a
declaration of invalidity to the Tribunal of the D ocese of
Tyl er.

| allege ny previous marriage is invalid because:




W TNESSES: (I have contacted who are willing to testify:)

Wtnesses are a vital part of this process. The best wtnesses
are those who knew the parties before, at the tinme of, and
during the courtship and/or marri age. At | east three
know edgeabl e witnesses are required. Famly nenbers often nake
good wi t nesses.

Nane: wor K: ( )
Addr ess: hone: ( )
CtylSt/Zz

Rel at i onshi p: How | ong acquai nt ed?
Nane: wor ki ( )
Addr ess: hone: ( )
Ctyl/St/Zz

Rel ati onshi p: How | ong acquai nted?




Name: wor k:  ( )

Addr ess: honme: ( )

CtylSt/Zz

Rel at i onshi p: How | ong acquai nt ed?

Nare: wor k:  ( )

Addr ess: hone:
( )

Ctyl/St/Zz

Rel ati onshi p: How | ong acquai nt ed?

PETI TI ONER AGREEMENT
Pl ease initial each statenent.

I, the undersigned Petitioner, understand that:

1. A declaration of invalidity cannot be granted until | have
provi ded sufficient evidence to overturn the Church’s
presunption that nmy marriage is valid.

2. Submitting this petition does not guarantee that a
declaration of invalidity will be granted

3. The rights of the Respondent (my fornmer spouse) will be
pr ot ect ed.

4. Both parties have the right to review the case testinony
at a designated tine in the Tribunal office.

5. 1 have the obligation to exhaust all reasonable neans to
| ocate ny former spouse, and provide the Tribunal with a
current address and phone nunber. If unsuccessful, | agree

to docunent what attenpts | nmade to locate ny former spouse.

6 I may NOT set a date for marriage in the Catholic Church
until a declaration of invalidity is granted.

7. A declaration of invalidity is an ecclesiastical matter and
has no beari ng whatsoever in civil |aw

8 Children born to this union do not becone illegitinate as a
consequence of such a declaration.



9. The Tribunal nay recomrend /require pre-marital preparation
or counseling prior to nmy entering into a future marri age.

~10. If a declaration of invalidity is granted, there may
Be restrictions on ny entering a future marriage if | am
not fulfilling my noral and civil obligations to ny former
spouse/ chi |l dren.

~11. Only the Petitioner, Respondent, or their Advocates may seek
informati on regarding the case. Inquiries should be nmade in
witing, and nust include the case nanme and protocol nunber.

Petitioner signature Dat e

Paynment Agreenent

The Tribunal wll incur certain expenses processing your case
A $400. fee is necessary to help defray these costs. This fee
does not cover the entire cost to the Tribunal to process your
case.

The Tribunal’s decision is in no way affected by the
Petitioner’'s ability or inability to neet the fee. In the event
of a true financial hardship, please consult the Tribunal.

A $25. non-refundable filing fee is to be submtted with your

petition. If the case is accepted, this will be applied to the
f ee bal ance.

| NSTRUCTI ONS: Pl ease check the follow ng that apply, and sign.

1. I have enclosed the filing fee of $25. Check #
2. | will mke $ nont hly paynments towards the $375.
bal ance.

3. | have encl osed $400. paynent in full.



Petitioner signature

* Addi tional conpanion case(s) will be processed for $75. each.
* Checks shoul d be nade payable to the “Di ocese of Tyler@
Return Petition to: D ocese of Tyler
TRI BUNAL
1015 ESE Loop 323
Tyler TX 75701-9663

l. PETI TI ONER

1. Describe your parent’s relationship with each other.

2. Describe your relationship with your parents.

3. Do you have brothers/sisters? How did you get along with
t hen?

4. Did your extended famly get al ong?

5. How inportant was religion in your hone of origin?



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Did you make friends easily while grow ng up?

Did you have any problens growi ng up? (physical / enotional)

How did you do in elenentary / secondary school ?

Did you get along with teachers and the other students?

Anyt hi ng you especially did not Iike about school ?

How much educati on do you have?

What were sonme of the jobs you had after high school ?

If you attended col |l ege, how did you get along with

t eachers,

students, and friends there?

Descri be your dating experience prior to neeting your forner

spouse.

(Did you have many ot her dating experiences?)



15. What is your current profession, and for how | ong?
a. My profession:
b. How | ong?
16. Check Yes or No: Were You:
____ Yes ___No Erratic
____ Yes ____No Jeal ous
____ Yes ____ No Ner vous
____ Yes ___No Sel fish
____ Yes ____No Di shonest
____ Yes ___No I rresponsi bl e
____ Yes ___No Unpr edi ct abl e
____ Yes ____No Qui ck tenpered
____ Yes ___No I nsensitive to others
____ Yes ___No Inclined to violent rages
Did you have problens wth:
_____ Yes ___No Drugs
____ Yes ___No Al cohol
____ Yes ___No Hol ding a job
____ Yes ____No Handl i ng noney
_____ Yes ____No Est abl i shing goal s
____ Yes ___No CGetting along with people
____ Yes ____No Fol l owi ng through with plan

If "yes" to any of the above, please explain.
[Failure to offer adequate expl anations may del ay your case.]




17.

BEFORE t he weddi ng descri be YOUR attitudes about:

Wanting or not wanting children.

Limting the nunber of children.

Practicing or not practicing birth control.

Marriage is "for better or worse, until death do us part".

Getting divorced and re-nmarried if the marriage didn't work.

Havi ng sex only with your spouse.

Havi ng sex with soneone other than your spouse.
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RESPONDENT:

h. Being pressured into narriage.

1.

1. Describe your fornmer spouse's parents’ relationship with each
ot her.

2. Describe your fornmer spouse’s relationship with his/her
parents.

3. Does your former spouse have brothers and sisters? How many?
D d they get al ong?

4. D d his/her extended famly get al ong?

5. How inportant was religion in your former spouse's hone
of origin?

6. Wile growing up did your fornmer spouse nmake friends easily?

7. D d your forner spouse have problens grow ng up?
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(physical [/ enotional)

8. How did your former spouse do in elenmentary / secondary
school ?

9. Did your forner spouse get along with teachers, other
student s?

10. Anything your former spouse especially disliked about school ?

11. How much educati on does your fornmer spouse have?

12. What jobs did your former spouse have after high school ?

13. If your forner spouse attended college, how did he/she get
along wth teachers, and students there?

14. Describe your forner spouse’ dating experience prior to
neeting you. (Did he/she have many other dating
experiences?)

15. What is your forner spouse's current profession. How | ong?

a. Pr of essi on:



1

b. How | ong?

6. Check Yes or No.

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

D d your forner

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

WAas your forner spouse:

Erratic

Jeal ous

Ner vous

Sel fish

Di shonest

I rresponsi bl e
Unpr edi ct abl e

Qui ck tenpered

I nsensitive to others
Inclined to violent rages

E666666666

spouse have problens wth:

Drugs

Al cohol

Hol ding a job

Handl i ng noney

Est abl i shing goal s

Getting along with people
Fol I owi ng through with plans

&6

£§6666

If "yes" to any of the above, please explain:
[Failure to offer adequate explanations may del ay your case.]
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17. BEFORE t he weddi ng, describe your FORMER SPOUSE S attitudes:

a.

Wanti ng or

not wanting children.



Limting the nunber of children.

Practicing or not practicing birth control.

Marriage is "for better or worse, until death do us part".

Getting divorced and re-married if the marriage didn't work.

Havi ng sex only with your spouse.

Havi ng sex with soneone other than your spouse.

Bei ng pressured into marriage.
DATI NG AND ENGAGEMENT

How did you neet your former spouse?

What were your ages when you first net?

14



9.

15

a. You: b. Fornmer spouse:

What attracted YOU to your fornmer spouse?

What attracted your FORMER SPOUSE to you?

How | ong, and how often did you date? Describe your dates.

Were there problens during the dating period?
Yes No If "yes", please explain.

What did YOUR parents, famly, and friends think about the
rel ati onshi p?

What did your FORMER SPOUSE' S parents, famly, and friends
t hi nk about the relationship?

Wiile dating, did you think there was anything odd, unusual, or

strange about your former spouse? Anything that bothered you?



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Who proposed marriage? Wy?

a. \Wo:
b. Wy:
Was there an engagenent peri od? How | ong was it?

Were there problens during the engagenent period?

What did YOUR parents, famly, and friends think about the
engagenent ?

What did your FORMER SPOUSE s parents, famly, and friends
t hi nk about the engagenent?

Where YOU reluctant or pressured to marry? Please Expl ain.

Was your FORMER SPOUSE reluctant or pressured to marry?

Did you and your former spouse work together planning the
weddi ng?

16

Yes No If "No", please explain.



17

18. Were both famlies involved in weddi ng preparations?

Yes No If "No", please explain.

19. Before the actual wedding, did you:

Yes No a. Both attend Pre-Cana?
Yes No b. Both attend an Engaged Encounter?
_ Yes ___No c. Both receive in-depth instructions

froma Catholic prest or deacon on
t he Sacranment of Matrinony?

Yes No d. For a non-Catholic wedding: did
you both receive instructions from
your mnister on the seriousness, and
mut ual responsibilities of marriage?

20. If you and your forner spouse did NOT receive any pre-nmarriage
preparation or instructions, please explain.

21. What did the priest, mnister, or civil nagistrate who married
you think about the marriage?



6.
|

7.
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VEDDI NG, RECEPTI ON, HONEYMOON:
Was this the first marriage for you and your forner spouse?

Yes No If "No", please explain.

Expl ain your frame of mnd on the day of the wedding, including
at the church, or the wedding site.

a. Your frame of m nd:

b. Forner spouse's frane of m nd:

What were your ages on the day of the weddi ng?
a. You: b. Forner spouse:
Were there any unusual events on the weddi ng day?

Yes No If "yes", please explain.

Where and how | ong was the honeynoon?

Was the honeynobon a pleasant experience? _ Yes ' No
"No", please explain.

| F you were Catholic and married civilly, and then had the
marriage validated in the Catholic Church, please explain your
understanding of this second Church cerenony.

a. Your understandi ng:



b. Fornmer spouse'

under st andi ng:

19
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THE MARRI AGE:

How | ong did you actually live together as husband and wi fe?
(weeks, nonths, or years)

When did problens first begin? (before, weeks, nonths, years?)

Descri be these probl ens.

How di d you and your forner spouse respond to these problens?

a. You?

b. Your fornmer spouse?

What influence did famly / friends have on your marriage?

a. Your famly / friends:

b. Forner spouse' famly / friends:

Pl ease coment on the effect these issues had on your marri age:

a. A breakdown in conmunicati on



b. The loss of shared goals and interests.

c. Sexual inconpatibility.

d. Sexual infidelity.

e. Conflicts about children.

f. Al cohol / drug abuse.

g. Religion / in-laws.

h. Jobs / careers / noney.

i. Verbal / enotional abuse.

j. Violence / physical abuse.

k. Sexual abuse.

Do you think you and your fornmer spouse ever grew together in
a close and | oving partnership?

a. You:

b. Do you think your fornmer spouse woul d agree?



8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Do you feel you ever had a close and happy life together?

a. You:

b. Do you think your forner spouse would agree?

How soon after the weddi ng day was there a pregnancy?
(before, weeks, nonths, vyears,)

How did you react upon the discovery of this pregnancy?
a. You:

b. Fornmer spouse:

How many children were born to this marriage?

How did you treat your children?
a. You:

b. Fornmer spouse:

Did you make plans for your children's education and future?

Were there any separations during your marriage? How many?

What caused these marital separations?

What caused the FINAL separation?

22
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17. Between the final separation and divorce, were any attenpts
made to get back together?

18. If neither of you have remarried, do you see any hope of you
and your fornmer spouse getting back together?

Yes No If "yes", please explain

19. What were your attitudes toward professional counseling?

a. You:

b. Forner spouse:

20. Did either of you seek any form of counseling? (froma priest,
psychi atrist, counselor, or famly doctor)

Yes No Pl ease expl ai n.
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VI . DI VORCE AND RENMARRI AGE:

1. Who filed for divorce?

2. \Wy?

3. Has your forner spouse remarried?

Yes No If "yes", how many tines?

4. Have YOU remarri ed and AGAI N di vorced?

Yes No If "yes", please give details bel ow.
Nanme of Spouse Date of Marriage Date of Divorce
5. Are you presently married? If NO, skip to question #6.

a. What is the nanme of your present spouse?

b. Was your present spouse ever married before?
Yes No If "yes", how many tines?

c. Petitioner's PRESENT spouse:
has never been married before
wi dow / wi dower
conpani on marri age case(s) encl osed
d. Present spouse's religion?

e. Any children born fromthis marri age?

f. Please describe your relationship with your present spouse.
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If you INTEND to remarry, please answer the follow ng:

a.

b.

Wiy are you asking the tribunal

Nane of your intended spouse:

Hi s/ her religion:

Was your intended spouse ever nmarried before?

Yes No If "yes", how many tines?

Petitioner's | NTENDED spouse:

has never been narried before
w dow / wi dower
conpani on narriage case(s) encl osed

for a declaration of nullity?

| HAVE STATED THE TRUTH AND NOTHI NG BUT THE TRUTH, SO HELP ME GOD.

Peti tioner signature:




	LIBELLUS
	Return Petition to:          Diocese of Tyler 

