Petition for a Fornmal Case for the Tribunal of the D ocese of Tyler.

This petition should be conpleted in consultation with a priest,
deacon, or trained advocate.

It is provided in electronic format to mneke it easier for the
Petitioner. It is inportant that all questions be answered.

If there are any problens or questions you can refer them to
tri bunal @li oceseoftyler.org

God bl ess,
Fr. Gavin N. Vaverek
Posted March 3, 2003



TIPS ON FILLING OQUT THE QUESTI ONNAI RE

1. Pl ease read through the entire form before answering any
guestions. Think how you will explain your situation.

2. Be conpl ete and of fer exanpl es where needed.
Expl ain your thoughts, feelings and attitudes.

G ve clear and detailed information: A follow up
intervieww !l be required if information is unclear,
or i nadequate.

3. If you are having difficulty, please call your Auditor or
the Tribunal for help.
4. Pl ease TYPE or use | NK DO NOT use pencil.
* Make sure handwiting is |egible. *
5. The Petitioner answers this entire form A separate form
will be mailed to the Respondent, (former spouse). It is a
**good idea to keep a COPY of your conpl eted questionnaire.
6. I f nore space is needed, you nmay insert additional pages
wher e needed. If you respond in the formof a letter or

essay, please nmake sure you discuss all the issues nentioned
in the questionnaire.

7. ** | f answering on separate pages using a personal conputer
be sure to include the question within your answer so we
wi |l know what question is being addressed!

8. W TNESSES: ** At |east two good witnesses are required. **

a) Wtnesses should have sound know edge of your
situation: background, courtship, and/or marriage.

b) Contact w tnesses and get perm ssion BEFORE you
submt their names and addresses to the Tribunal.

c) The Tribunal will contact your w tnesses and secure
their testinony.

d) Explainin witing if you are unable to | ocate, or
have no w tnesses that know of your former marri age.
Sonetinmes we nust rely on character references.
9. Pl ease give serious thought to the foll ow ng:

Agreenent to defray expenses,
Agreenment NOT to set a weddi ng date,

10. Make sure you SI GNED your petition in three places.
revi sed 03/14/00



FORVAL PETITION FOR DECLARATION OF I NVALIDI TY

PETI TI ONER: First,

Nane:

M ddl e,

Mai den,

& Present Last Nane

Addr ess:

Ctyl/ St/ Zz:

Phone: Work: ( )

Hone:

Rel i gi on:

Church of Baptism

Date of Birth:

( )

Dat e:

Addr ess:

Ctyl/l St/ z:

RESPONDENT / FORMER SPOUSE: First,

Nane:

M ddl e,

Mai den & Present Name

Addr ess:

Ctyl/l St/ Zz:

Phone: Work: ( )

Hone:

Rel i gi on:

Church of Baptism

Date of Birth:

( )

Dat e:

Addr ess:

Ctyl/l St/ Zz:

MARRI AGE:

Pl ace/ Chur ch:

(Encl ose copy of civil

marriage |icense)

Dat e

Addr ess:

County:

Ctyl/l St/ Zz:

*Q il
Dl VORCE:
County:

marriage Validated in Catholic Church? [ /

St at e:

Yes [ I No

(Encl ose certified copy of divorce decree)




W TNESSES: (I have contacted who are willing to testify:)

Narme: Rel at i onshi p:
Addr ess:

Ctyl/l St/ Zz:

Ph: work ( ) home: ( )
Narme: Rel at i onshi p:
Addr ess:

Ctyl/ St/ z:

Ph: work ( ) home: ( )
Narme: Rel at i onshi p:
Addr ess:

Ctyl/l St/ Zz:

Ph: work ( ) home: ( )
Narme: Rel at i onshi p:
Addr ess:

Ctyl/l St/ z:

Ph: work ( ) home: ( )

AGREEMENT COF PETI TI ONER
|, the undersigned Petitioner, understand and agree that:

1. M petition for a declaration of invalidity does not
guarantee that it will be granted.

2. | may NOT set a wedding date approved by the Catholic Church
before | receive notice that ny petition for invalidity has
been granted by Tyler and ratified by the Appellate Court.

Petitioner signature



Petitioner Fee Agreenent

| NSTRUCTI ONS: Pl ease check ONE option, and sign.

______ 1. | amunable to neet the litigation fee of $375.
______ 2. | will nake paynents towards the $375. fee.
______ 3. | amenclosing a deposit of: $ 25. 50. 75. 100.

and wi |l make paynents towards the bal ance:

4. | have enclosed a check for $375. with ny petition.

5. | will neet the entire litigation fee of $375. when
my case i s conpleted.

Petitioner signature

* Addi tional conpanion case(s) will be processed for $60 each.

* Checks shoul d be made payable to the
ADI OCESE COF TYLERD

Mai | to: D ocese of Tyl er
ATRI BUNAL(
1015 ESE Loop 323
Tyl er TX  75701- 9663



LI BELLUS:

|, the undersigned Petitioner, feel that ny previous narriage

was i nvalid because:




. PETITI ONER

1. Describe your parent's relationship with each other while you
were grow ng up

2. Describe your relationship with your parents.

3. Describe your relationships with your brothers/sisters, if any.

4. How did you get along with your extended famly - aunts,
uncl es, grandparents, cousins, etc.

5. How inportant was religion in your hone of origin?

6. D d you make friends easily while grow ng up?

7. D d you have any problens grow ng up? (physical / enotional)



10.

11.

12.

13.

How did you do in elenentary and secondary school ?

Did you get along with teachers and the other students?

Describe the things you liked and didn't like in school.

a. | Iiked:

b. | did not |ike:

How nmuch education do you have?

What were sone of the jobs you had after high school ?

I f you attended college, how did you get along with teachers,

students, and friends there?

14. What is your current profession, and for how | ong?

a. My profession:

b. How |l ong?



15.

Did

Pl ease check Yes

you have problens with

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

"yes"

to any

o
=

£E66666666656

£E666666

Were You:

Erratic

Jeal ous

Ner vous

Sel fish

Di shonest

Unreliable

| rresponsi bl e
Unpr edi ct abl e

Qui ck tenpered

| nsensitive to others
Inclined to violent rages

Dr ugs

Al cohol

Hol ding a job

Handl i ng noney

Est abl i shing goal s

Getting along with people
Fol Il owi ng through with plan

of the above, please explain:




1. RESPONDENT:

1. Describe your former spouse's parents relationship with each
other while he/she was grow ng up.

2. Describe your forner spouse' relationship with his/her parents.

3. Describe your forner spouse' relationship with his/her

brothers and sisters, if any.

4. Describe your fornmer spouse' relationship with his/her

extended famly - grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins:

5. How inportant was religion in your former spouse's hone
of origin?

6. Wiile growing up did your former spouse make friends easily?

7. D d your forner spouse have problenms grow ng up?
(physical / enotional)



8. How did your former spouse do in elementary / secondary school ?

9. D d your forner spouse get along with teachers, other students?

10. Describe things your former spouse liked and didn't like in
school

He/ she 1i ked:

He/ she didn't |ike:

11. How much education does your forner spouse have?

12. \What jobs has your former spouse had after high school ?

13. If your former spouse attended col |l ege, how did he/she get
along with teachers, and students there?

14. What is your forner spouse's current profession. How | ong?
a. Profession:

b. How | ong?



15.

Did

Pl ease check Yes

your

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

f or mer

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

"yes"

to any

o
=

£E66666666656

£E666666

No.

Was your former spouse:

Erratic

Jeal ous

Ner vous

Sel fish

Di shonest

Unreliable

| rresponsi bl e
Unpr edi ct abl e

Qui ck tenpered

| nsensitive to others
Inclined to violent rages

spouse have problens with

Dr ugs

Al cohol

Hol ding a job

Handl i ng noney

Est abl i shi ng goal s

Getting along with people
Fol | owi ng through with plans

of the above, please explain:




16.

BEFORE t he actual weddi ng describe your attitudes about:

Wanting or not wanting children?

Limting the nunber of children?

Practicing or not practicing birth control ?

Marriage is "for better or worse, until death do us part"?

Getting divorced and re-married if the marriage didn't work?

Havi ng sex only with your spouse?

Havi ng sex with soneone other than your spouse?

Bei ng pressured into nmarri age?



16.

BEFORE t he weddi ng, describe your forner spouse' attitudes:

Wanting or not wanting children?

Limting the nunber of children?

Practicing or not practicing birth control ?

Marriage is "for better or worse, until death do us part"?

Getting divorced and re-married if the marriage didn't work?

Havi ng sex only with your spouse?

Havi ng sex with soneone other than your spouse?

Bei ng pressured into nmarri age?



DATI NG AND ENGAGEMENT:

How di d you neet your former spouse?

What were your ages when you first nmet?

a. You: b. Fornmer spouse:

What attracted YOU to your forner spouse?

What attracted your FORMER SPOUSE to you?

How | ong, and how often did you date? Describe your dates.

Were there problens during the dating period?

Yes No If "yes", please explain.

What did YOUR parents and friends think about the relationship?

What did your FORMER SPOUSE' S parents and friends think?

-10-



9.

Wil e dating, did you think there was anything odd, unusual, or

strange about your forner spouse? Anything that bothered you?

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Who proposed marriage? Wy?

a. Wo:

b. Wy:

c. \Were:

Was there an engagenent peri od? How | ong was it?

Were there problens during the engagenent peri od?

What did YOUR parents and friends think about the engagenment?

What did your FORMER SPOUSE' s parents and friends think?

Where YOQU reluctant; or pressured to marry? Expl ain.

Was your FORMER SPOUSE reluctant; pressured to marry? Explain.

-11-



17. Did you and your fornmer spouse work together in making the
weddi ng pl ans?

Yes No If "No", please explain.

18. Were both famlies involved in making the weddi ng pl ans?

Yes No If "No", please explain.

19. Before the actual wedding, did you:

____ Yes ____No a. Both attend Pre-Cana?
____ Yes ____ No b. Both attend an Engaged Encounter?
____ Yes ____No c. Both receive in-depth instructions

froma Catholic priest or
i nstructor on the Sacranent of
Matrimony in the Church?
(not just filling out the papers)

____ Yes ____No d. For a non-Catholic wedding: did
you both receive in-depth
instructions fromyour mnister
on the seriousness, and nutual
responsibilities of marriage?

20. If you and your forner spouse did NOT receive any pre-narriage
preparation or instructions, please explain.

21. What did the priest, mnister, or civil magistrate who marri ed
you think about the marriage?

-12-



| V. VEEDDI NG RECEPTI ON, HONEYMOON:
1. Was this the first marriage for you and your fornmer spouse?
Yes No If "No", please explain.

2. Please explain your frame of mnd on the day of the wedding,
especially at the church, (or the wedding site).

a. Your frame of m nd:

b. Fornmer spouse's franme of m nd:

3. \What were your ages on the day of the weddi ng?

a. You: b. Fornmer spouse:

4. Were there any unusual events on the weddi ng day?

Yes No If "yes", please explain.

5. \Where and how | ong was t he honeynoon?

6. Was the honeynoon a pl easant experience?
Yes No If "No", please explain.

7. IF you were Catholic, and married in a civil cerenony, and then
had the marriage validated in the Catholic Church, please
expl ain your understanding of this second Church cerenony.

(* This is very inportant.)

Your under st andi ng:

For mer spouse' under st andi ng:

13-



THE MARRI AGE:

How | ong did you actually live together as husband and w fe?
(weeks, nonths, or years)

When did problens first begin? (before, weeks, nonths, years?)

Descri be these probl ens.

How di d you and your forner spouse respond to these problens?

a. You?

b. Your former spouse?

What influence did famly and friends have on your narriage?

a. Your famly / friends:

b. Fornmer spouse' famly / friends:

-14-



Pl ease comment on the effect these issues had on your narri age:

a. A breakdown in conmruni cation

b. The loss of shared goals and interests.

c. Sexual inconpatibility.

d. Sexual infidelity.

e. Conflicts about children.

f. Alcohol / drug abuse.

g. Religion / in-laws.

h. Jobs / careers / noney.

i. Verbal / enotional abuse.

j. Violence / physical abuse.

k. Sexual abuse.

-15-



7.

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Do you think you were ever growing in your |ove together?

a. You:

b. Fornmer spouse:

Do you feel you ever got along in a close and happy famly?

a. You:

b. Fornmer spouse:

How soon after the weddi ng day was there a pregnancy?
(before, weeks, nonths, vyears,)

How did you react upon the discovery of this pregnancy?

a. You:

b. Fornmer spouse:

How many children were born to this marriage?

How did you treat your children?

a. You:

b. Fornmer spouse:

Did you make plans for your children's education and future?

-16-



14. Were there any separations during your marriage? How many?

15. What caused these marital separations?

16. What caused the FINAL separation?

17. Between the final separation and divorce, please explain if
there were any attenpts to get back together.

18. If neither of you have remarried, do you see any hope of you
and your former spouse getting back together?

Yes No If "yes", please explain.

19. What were your attitudes toward professional counseling?

a. You:

b. Fornmer spouse:

20. Did either of you seek any form of counseling froma priest,
psychi atrist, psychol ogist, counselor, or famly doctor?

Yes No Pl ease expl ai n.

-17-



VI . DI VORCE AND REMARRI AGE
1. Wwo filed for divorce?
2. Wy?
3. Has your forner spouse remarried?

_____ Yes ___ No If "yes", how many tinmes?
4. Have YQU remarried and AGAI N di vorced?

____ Yes ___No If "yes", please give details below &

submt the proper forn(s): Liganen,
Lack of Form or Formal Petition)

Nanme of Spouse Date of Marri age Date of Divorce
5. Are you presently married? If NO skip to question #6.

a.

What is the nanme of your present spouse?

Was your present spouse ever married before?

Yes No If "yes", how many tinmes?

-18-



c. Petitioner's PRESENT spouse:

has never been married before
wi dow / wi dower
conpani on marriage case(s) encl osed

d. Present spouse's religion?

e. How many children born fromthis marri age?

f. Please describe your relationship with your present spouse.

6. If you INTEND to remarry, please answer the follow ng:
a. Nanme of your intended spouse:

b. H s/her religion:

c. Was your intended spouse ever narried before?

Yes No If "yes", how many tinmes?

d. Petitioner's | NTENDED spouse:

has never been married before
wi dow / wi dower
conpani on nmarriage case(s) encl osed

7. Wiy are you asking the tribunal for a declaration of nullity?

| HAVE STATED THE TRUTH AND NOTHI NG BUT THE TRUTH, SO HELP ME GOD.

I11. Petitioner signature:

-19-



AUDI TOR OBSERVATI ONS

Pl ease wite your observations concerning your interview with the

Petitioner and any personal know edge you have regarding this case.

Advocate / Auditor

-20-



1

2.
Churc

® ~No U

9.
agr ee

10.

* * %

AUDI TOR  CHECKLI ST

Conpl ete mai l i ng addresses of:
_ Petitioner ____ Respondent ______ Wtnesses

| F Catholic marriage: conplete name and address of
h where the marriage was cel ebrat ed.

Pre-nuptial investigation papers avail abl e?

|F Catholic: a newy dated copy of Baptismal certificate
d be encl osed.

Certified copy of civil marriage |icense. *1F there
was a validation, enclose certificate of that cerenony.

Certified copy of divorce decree.

Wt nesses testinony or conpl ete addresses incl uded?
Petitioner has answered questions sufficiently?

Petitioner agreed not to set a wedding date until
notified of the Tribunal's decision.

Petitioner signed in all necessary places: the petition
ment, agreenent to defray expenses, and deposition.

Audi tor included his/her signed observations.

Al |l conpanion marri age cases are bei ng addressed, and
submtted at the sane tine.

Pl ease include TRIBUNAL in the mailing address. * * *

Forward all docunments to:

Di ocese of Tyler
TRI BUNAL
1015 ESE Loop 323
Tyler, TX 75701-9663

(903) 534-1077

revised 01/01/00

21-



