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Dear Brothers in Christ, 

For the past six years, I have witnessed the incredible efforts you put into leading the Appeal at your 
parishes. I am truly grateful for your perseverance and enthusiasm. 

The Bishop’s Annual Appeal is necessary to bolster this mission. We cannot teach and we cannot grow if the 
Appeal does not succeed. Please do not underestimate the significance of your participation and your 
leadership in the Appeal at your parishes! 

As priests, you must show your parishioners why supporting the Appeal is so important.  

The theme for this year’s appeal is: Do this in memory of me. My brother priests, we are blessed and called 
to celebrate the sacrifice of the mass every day. As Catholics, we share in the Eucharistic meal; are embraced 
in His love, sustained by His very flesh and blood, and sent out to preach the Good News to all. Let us not 
hide flame—let us work hard to ensure all in East Texas can encounter the risen Lord, know of His love and 
mercy, and join us at the wedding feast. Please promote this Appeal with a sense of urgency in mind: the 
resources it will provide are necessary to succeed in our mission. Your personal invitation to your 
parishioners is the most essential element to a successful appeal. 

The Office of Stewardship and Development has worked hard preparing for the 2019 Appeal. Review this 
manual and follow its directives and suggestions with enthusiasm. This manual and the brochures, pledge 
envelopes, video instructions, Prayers of the Faithful and pulpit announcements are critical for a strong 
Appeal. 

Again this year, the use of a lay coordinator in your parishes is mandatory. Place your confidence in your chosen 
lay person(s). They not only make an obvious impact on the amount of funds raised, but also provide a 
generous service to you by reducing the strain of running the Appeal. Remember to thank them, and remind them that I, 
too, am grateful for their work. 

It is my hope that you will give personally to the Appeal and that you make this personal sacrifice known to 
your parishioners as it may inspire and motivate them to support the Appeal. Your gift truly matters. I thank 
you in advance for your thoughtful consideration of an Appeal gift.  

Lastly and above all else, I ask for your personal endorsement and active involvement in spreading the word. 
Your personal invitation to your parishioners to participate in the Appeal is your most important task. Thank 
you for your faithful service and personal commitment to the Diocese. 

All of us are called to serve and care for this Diocese. Please aspire to achieve 100% participation within your 
parish. Encourage every family to consider a gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. And to do so in memory of 
Christ! 

Fraternally yours through Christ Jesus, 
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APPEAL CALENDAR 
January 24 Clergy Day: All Priests in attendance will receive an introduction and training on the 

keys to conducting a successful Bishop’s Annual Appeal (BAA) in their parishes this year. 
Posters, Brochures, and In-Pew Envelopes will also be distributed. 

December 6-February 1 2019 Bishop’s Guild Appreciation Dinners  

• Palestine: Thursday, December 6th at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 5:30 PM 
o Evening Mass, 5:30pm 
o Bishop’s Guild Dinner, 7pm in the Parish Hall 

• Nacogdoches: Friday, December 14th at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 5:30 PM 
o Evening Mass, 5:30pm 
o Bishop’s Guild Dinner, 7pm in the Parish Hall 

• Canton: Friday, January 18h at St. Therese Catholic Church, 5:30 PM 
o Evening Mass, 5:30pm 
o Bishop’s Guild Dinner, 7pm in the Parish Hall 

• Paris: Tuesday, January 22nd at Our Lady of Victory Church, 5:30 PM 
o Evening Mass, 5:30 PM 
o Bishop’s Guild Dinner, 7 PM in the Parish Hall 

• Longview: Friday, January 25th at St. Matthew Catholic Church, 5:30 PM 
o Evening Mass, 5:30 PM 
o Bishop’s Guild Dinner, 7 PM in the St. John Paul Family Center 

• Texarkana: Tuesday, January 29th at Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 7:30 PM 
o Evening Mass, 5:30 PM 
o Bishop’s Guild Dinner, 7 PM in the Parish Hall 

• Tyler: Friday, February 1st at Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
o Evening Mass, 5:30 PM 
o Bishop’s Guild Dinner, 7 PM in the Cathedral Center 

 
January 19-20 (February 16-17) Education Weekend: During the homily at all Masses, celebrants present an 

introduction and message focusing on the vital importance of the appeal. Posters and 
brochures are displayed and available in the church. Celebrants can use the 
announcements to reiterate the importance of supporting the appeal. 

January 24 (February 21) Mailing sent to all registered households seeking their participation in the Appeal. 
Pledge card included to be completed and returned by mail or in the offertory collection 
over next weeks or during Commitment Weekend. 

January 26-27 (February 23-24) Commitment Weekend is carried out at all Masses using the Commitment Weekend 
script. The Video is played, and parishioners are guided through the pledge card. 

January 26 (February 24) Parishes to remit all pledges and gifts by mail for delivery to the chancery as soon as 
possible, and no later than January 26th (March 8th). 
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February 2-3 (March 2-3) Final parish announcement reminders at all Masses. 

March 5 (April 2) Follow up letter sent to all non-renewed donors with second invitation to participate in 
the Appeal 

May 3 Second follow up letter sent to all non-renewed donors with third and final invitation to 
participate in the Appeal 

BAA 2019 WAVE 1  BAA 2019 WAVE 2  
Christ the King-Kilgore Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception-Tyler 
Immaculate Conception-Jefferson Epiphany-Timpson 
Immaculate Conception-Moral Holy Cross-Pittsburg 
Mary, Queen of Heaven-Malakoff Holy Family-Lindale 
Most Holy Trinity-Trinity Holy Spirit-Holly Lake Ranch 
Our Lady of Guadalupe-Diboll Our Lady Queen of the Angels-Overton 
Our Lady of Guadalupe-Nacogdoches Our Lady of Fatima-Daingerfield 
Our Lady of Sorrows-Jacksonville Our Lady of Grace-Hallsville 
Prince of Peace-Whitehouse Our Lady of Guadalupe-New Summerfield 
Sacred Heart-Nacogdoches Our Lady of Guadalupe-Tyler 
Sacred Heart-Rusk Our Lady of Victory-Paris 
St. Andrew the Apostle-Lufkin Sacred Heart-Mt. Vernon 
St. Augustine Mission Sacred Heart-Palestine 
St. Bernard of Clairvaux-Fairfield Sacred Heart-Texarkana 
St. Celestine-Grand Saline San Pedro the Fisherman-Tatum 
St. Charles Borromeo-Frankston St. Ann-Winnsboro 
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton-Madisonville St. Anthony-Longview 
St. Francis of Tejas-Crockett St. Boniface-Chandler 
St. James-Sulphur Springs St. Catherine of Siena-Atlanta 
St. John the Evangelist-Emory St. Edward-Athens 
St. Jude-Gun Barrel City St. Francis of Assisi-Gilmer 
St. Jude-Henderson St. Joseph the Worker-Tyler 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha-Buffalo St. Joseph-Clarksville 
St. Leo the Great-Centerville St. Joseph-Marshall 
St. Mary-Teague St. Lawrence of Brindisi-Waskom 
St. Patrick-Lufkin St. Luke-Willspoint 
St. Pius I-Hemphill St. Mary Magdalene-Flint 
St. Thomas More-Hilltop Lakes St. Mary of the Cenacle-New Boston 
Venerable Antonio Margil-Alto St. Mary-Longview 

 
St. Matthew-Longview 

 
St. Michael the Archangel-Mt. Pleasant 

 
St. Peter Claver-Tyler 

 
St. Peter the Apostle-Mineola 

 
St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus-Gladewater 

 
St. Therese of Lisieux-Center 

 
St. Therese-Canton 

 St. William of Vercelli-Carthage 
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THE 2019 THEME & CASE ELEMENTS 

“Do This in Memory of Me” 

Every Sunday we gather as a community to remember the Paschal Mystery. The suffering, death, and Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, is at the very core of our human existence. God took on flesh to share in our humanity. He heals our brokenness and destroys 
sin and death. This is the truth we recall every Sunday as we hear the words “Do this in memory of me.” 

As we gather around the altar and share in this timeless sacrifice, we encounter Christ as taken, blessed, broken, and given. He 
offers himself as the Sacrificial Lamb; He is blessed as a most holy sacrifice, a spotless victim; He is broken and given as food to His 
faithful. Truly the Eucharist is the heart of our Catholic faith. It is the beauty behind preaching Christ crucified and is the perfect 
fulfillment of God’s love for His children.  

Without the priest, there is no Eucharist. We need good men as priests in East Texas not only to shepherd the flock, but also to offer 
as oblation the most Holy Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ. In order to foster vocations and honor the men who have served 
this Diocese tirelessly over the years, the Annual Appeal needs the support of the faithful of East Texas. Through the Appeal, we 
fund seminarian education, retiring priests, and continue the work of spreading the Gospel through teaching initiatives. 

Areas of Focus this Year: 

Our Seminarians: Our current seminarians are supported solely by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. These men are currently receiving 
the essential training and formation needed to serve our families, parishes and missions. These funds are needed today and fund 
our seminarian program differently than our diocesan capital campaign. 

Our Retired Clergy: These men have offered us the sacraments for generations and many are still in active ministry. These men bring 
to us the Most Holy Eucharist. The appeal will make sure they can retire with dignity, in an environment that appreciates their 
service, and nurtures their love for Christ and His flock. 

The St. Philip Institute of Catechesis and Evangelization: The Institute seeks comprehensive change and improvement in how East 
Texans are taught the Catholic Faith. It has been charged with creating and providing the materials, resources, and opportunities 
needed to catechize and evangelize every Catholic and non-Catholic living in East Texas. The education is tailored to the season of 
life each person finds him or herself in. 

To meet these needs, the goal for the 2019 Bishop’s Appeal has been set at $2 million with a challenge of joyfully going above and 
beyond to raise $2.3 million. We ask you to support this mission as we work to teach the Catholic Faith to every person in East Texas. 
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HOW TO CONDUCT A SUCCESSFUL APPEAL IN YOUR PARISH 

Achieving success in the Bishop’s Annual Appeal is directly related to having a well-developed Case, Leadership, Prospects and Plan. 
Case: The projects we fund through the appeal are well supported; seminarians, retired clergy, faith formation and Catholic teaching 
are widely supported for the faithful. Leadership: Appeals are successful because the pastor takes it upon himself to encourage his 
flock to sacrificially pledge to the appeal. Our pastors are liked and respected for being the only ones who can bring the body and 
blood of Christ to us. Prospects: Every household in our parishes should be giving sacrificially. Asking people to trust that the Lord 
will provide is a noble request, and one that we are called to make. If every household makes a reasonable, 10-month pledge, every 
parish will make its’ goal. Plan: Following a carefully crafted set of scripts and processes allow for high average gits and above 
average participation rates. Like last year, this year’s appeal process will span three weekends. Education Weekend will be held first 
on January 19-20 (February 16-17). Pastors are encouraged to educate parishioners on the importance of supporting the appeal 
during their homilies. The next weekend, January 26-27 (February 23-24), is Commitment Weekend. Commitment Weekend 
combines the showing of the appeal video and the in-pew solicitation process. The following weekend, February 2-3 (March 2-3), is 
a general appeal Follow-Up weekend, in which parishioners should be reminded and encouraged again to support the appeal. 

GENERAL 
• Participation: Strive to obtain 100% participation by encouraging a gift from all parishioners.  Stress contributing using the 

pledge plan as it enables a larger gift to be spread over a longer time frame.  
• Utilize Bishop’s Annual Appeal Materials: The Resource Manual, bulletin and pulpit announcements, prayers of the 

faithful, brochures, video, etc. Have your video and your homily prepared for Education Sunday. Please have a sufficient 
quantity of pledge envelopes and pens on hand for Commitment Weekend. All parish resources and materials (such as 
announcements, Prayers of the Faithful, bulletin announcements and inserts, lay coordinator information, etc.) can be 
requested from Ms. Allyson Grubbs, Bishop’s Annual Appeal Coordinator, at The Diocese of Tyler. 

• Make certain that brochures/pledge envelopes are available at the church entrances throughout the appeal process.  
• Make your own commitment to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 
• Appoint a volunteer/Lay Coordinator to assist in implementing these directives.  See the final section for Lay Coordinator 

checklist. 
• Appoint a volunteer to give a personal testimony on the importance of giving to the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal after the 

homily during Education Sunday. This is highly encouraged.  
• Exhibit a positive, sincere and supportive attitude toward participating in the appeal, its objective, and the important role 

the parish plays in the overall effort. 
• Focus on your parishioner's willingness to practice good stewardship by giving back to God in gratitude for all the gifts He 

has so graciously given to them. 
 
EDUCATION WEEKEND 

• Be Enthusiastic: Make the success of the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal your target. 
• Create a Positive Image: Preach about the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal and the many programs the appeal supports. Your 

homily should discuss our role as Stewards of the Diocese and the impact of the appeal on your ministry and parish.  
• Be Prepared to answer basic questions that your congregation might have about the appeal (i.e. questions regarding the 

purpose of the BAA, who to contact at the Chancery Offices, etc.) 
• Prepare with your Volunteer: If you choose to have a volunteer testimonial from a parishioner after your homily, be sure to 

talk with him/her before that weekend about what they will say. 
 
COMMITMENT WEEKEND 

• Be Prepared: View the video prior to Commitment Weekend and set up and try equipment BEFORE the Masses on January 
26-27 (February 23-24). 

• Do Not Rush: Review the Filling out the Commitment Envelope section for reference. Collect the pledge envelopes prior to 
the Offertory and, as part of the Offertory Procession. 

• Encourage Pledges: Pledges allow parishioners to have greater impact by flexibly paying their pledge over 10-months.  
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• Report Progress: As pledge amounts are reported to the parish, publish the progress in the bulletin and/or from the pulpit, 
thanking all who have participated. Encourage those who are not participating to consider adding their pledge through 
personal calls and conversations, emails and on parish social media. 

 
APPEAL FOLLOW-UP WEEKEND 

• Be Enthusiastic: Remind parishioners about the importance of supporting the appeal during the Prayers of the faithful and 
announcements. 

• Encourage Pledges: Remind parishioners that there is still time to turn/mail in their pledges, if they haven’t done so yet 
• Continue Encouragement: Encourage those who are not participating/have not participated in the past to consider adding 

their pledge through personal calls and conversations, emails and on parish social media. 

EDUCATION WEEKEND PROCEDURES 
Wave 1: January 19-20 / Wave 2: February 16-17 

Before Mass: 

 Place the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Posters in highly visible areas of the Church 
 Place the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal brochures at all entrances of the church 
 Ensure the “Education Weekend” Bulletin Insert is placed in all bulletins 
 Have the appropriate Prayers of the Faithful and Mass Announcement that are to be read 
 Place extra copies of the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal brochures in pews 

During Mass: 

 Deliver a pulpit presentation/homily emphasizing the mission of the Diocese and the vital role of the appeal to 
fulfilling our mission.  

 Optional: After the pulpit presentation/homily, instruct the volunteer chosen to speak to utilize the talking points 
provided to encourage parishioners to participate in the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. Afterwards, remind 
parishioners that their invitation from the Bishop to participate will soon arrive through the mail. 

 During the prayers of the faithful, insert the provided petition. 
 Read the provided announcement. 

EDUCATION WEEKEND PUBLICITY 
All announcements, Prayers of the Faithful, bulletin announcements and bulletin inserts can be requested directly from Allyson 

Grubbs, Bishop’s Annual Appeal Coordinator, at The Diocese of Tyler. 

Announcement 
The 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal: Do This in Memory of Me has begun across the Diocese of Tyler. The Appeal serves as the 
foundation for our many ministries and provides the resources needed to teach the fullness of Truth of Jesus Christ and His Holy 
Catholic Church to all people in East Texas. 
 
Additional information will be provided to you in the coming weeks, including a personal invitation from Bishop Strickland to 
participate in the Appeal.  You may return your commitment by mail or in any offertory collection during the next three weeks. 
Please prayerfully consider a gift to this year’s Appeal. Thank you for your continued support of our Diocese! 

Prayer of the Faithful 
That each one of us will be open to God’s call to support faithfully and joyfully the Diocese of Tyler’s teaching mission through the 
2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal, we pray to the Lord. 
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Bulletin Announcement 
TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT, WHICH 
WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME. 

 
This weekend kicks off the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. The Appeal is an opportunity for you to support directly the Diocese of 
Tyler’s mission to teach the faith to each person in East Texas. Your generosity strengthens our seminarians, our retired clergy, and 
all teaching initiatives and materials by the St. Philip Institute. Please prayerfully consider saying ‘yes’ to supporting this year’s 
Bishop’s Appeal, doing so in memory of Christ. 

 

 
FIN DE SEMANA EDUCATIVO SOBRE LA PROMESA AL OBISPO 

Wave 1: January 19-20 / Wave 2: February 16-17 

Los anuncios, Oraciones de los Fieles, Anuncios de Boletines e Inserciones de boletines se pueden recibir al pedírselos a Allyson 
Grubbs, coordinadora de el llamado anual del obispo. 

Anuncio 

La Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019: haced esto en memoria de mía, ha iniciado por toda la Diócesis de Tyler. La promesa sirve como el 
fundamento para nuestros tantos ministerios, y proporciona la fuente que necesita nuestra diócesis para enseñar todo el tesoro de 
Jesucristo y su Santa Iglesia Católica a toda la gente en el Este de Texas. 
 
Información adicional le será proveída en las próximas semanas, incluyendo una invitación personal del Obispo Strickland para 
participar en la Promesa.  Usted puede regresar su compromiso por correo o en cualquier colecta del ofertorio durante las próximas 
tres semanas.  Por favor en fervorosa oración considere un donativo para la promesa de este año.  Gracias por su continuo apoyo a 
nuestra Diócesis. 
 
Oración de los Fieles 

Para que todos y cada uno de nosotros escuchemos fielmente  al llamado del Señor y generosamente apoyemos la misión de 
enseñanza de la Diócesis de Tyler a través de la Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019. Oremos al Señor. 
 
Anuncio del Boletín 

Tomen y beban, todos de ello. Porque este es el cáliz de mi sangre. Sangre de la alianza nueva y eterna que será derramará por 
ustedes y por muchos para el perdón de los pecados. Haced esto en conmemoración mia. 
 
Este fin de semana inicia la Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019. La promesa es una oportunidad para que usted apoye directamente la 
misión de la Diócesis de Tyler para enseñar la fe nuevamente a cada persona en el Este de Texas. Su  generosidad fortalece a 
nuestros seminaristas, clericós jubilados, y vida familiar y ministerios de formación de fe dentro del Instituto San Felipe. Por favor 
ore fervientemente en como Dios le está llamando en su generosidad y apoyo para que valerosamente diga ‘sí’. 
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COMMITMENT WEEKEND PROCEDURES 
Wave 1: January 26-27 / Wave 2: February 23-24 

Before Mass 

 Provide clear directions to ushers regarding the in-pew commitment process. 
 Place sufficient quantities of pencils/pens in each usher/volunteer’s basket. 
 Place enough in-pew commitment envelopes in each usher’s basket. 
 Have remarks prepared to be delivered at the homily that will facilitate the in-pew commitment process. 
 Ensure the “Commitment Weekend” Bulletin Insert is placed in all bulletins. 
 Have the appropriate Prayers of the Faithful to be read. 
 During the week before Commitment Weekend, work with lay coordinators and volunteers on setting up and 

operating audio/visual equipment to play the Appeal Video at every Mass. TEST the equipment NOW. 
 

During Mass 

 During the homily, remind the congregation about the mission of the Appeal and the importance of everybody’s 
participation.  

 After the pulpit presentation/homily, play the Appeal Video. 
 After the video, conduct the in-pew commitment process by using the script provided to walk all parishioners 

through completing the pledge envelope, pausing to allow the necessary time for all parishioners time to enter 
their information. 

 All Mass attendees are asked to bring the envelopes to the altar. If they are unable, turning cards in to the 
collection is a secondary option. 

 During the Prayers of the Faithful, insert the provided petition. 
 Read the provided announcement. 

 
COMMITMENT WEEKEND PUBLICITY 

All announcements, Prayers of the Faithful, bulletin announcements and bulletin inserts can be requested directly from Allyson 
Grubbs, Bishop’s Annual Appeal Coordinator, at The Diocese of Tyler. 

Announcement 
It is Commitment Weekend across the Diocese for the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. If you have not already made a gift or pledge, 
please do so today. You can mail in your gift or pledge, fill out an in-pew envelope and put it in the collection basket, or donate 
online. Thank you for your generosity! 
 
Prayer of the Faithful 
That God will grant us a cheerful spirit of giving so that we may see the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal as an opportunity to live in 
memory of Jesus Christ and to strengthen our entire Diocesan community, We pray to the Lord. 
 
Bulletin Announcement 
This weekend is the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal Commitment Weekend at our parish and throughout the diocese. Last year, Bishop 
Strickland asked us to help “make all things new” in Christ, teaching the faith anew to every member of our diocese. This Bishop’s 
Appeal , we recall the life of Christ, made totally present in the Holy Eucharist, and seek to act as He taught. Prayerfully consider 
supporting the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal with a pledge. Pledge cards can be found in your pews, and online gifts can be made at 
www.dioceseoftyler.org/appeal. Thank you for your continued generosity! 
 

 

http://www.dioceseoftyler.org/appeal
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COMMITMENT WEEKEND SCRIPT 
“In a few moments we will walk through the process of how to use the commitment envelope.  I urge each family that has not yet 
made a commitment to this wonderful effort to consider joining with a sacrificial commitment.  If possible, one that is reflective of 
God’s blessings in your life.  

If you have not already responded, I am asking each family to consider making a gift today.  Our goal for this Appeal is to receive a 
prayerful decision from every registered family.  Therefore, I am asking that each family please fill out an envelope today – even if 
you have already made a gift or if you are still praying about your decision.  This will help us by providing an accurate record of 
commitments and parishioners with whom we should follow up. 

If we could all just take a couple of minutes, I would like to ask ushers and volunteers to pass out an envelope and pen to every adult 
so that we may read the prayer on it together and provide a decision thereafter. (PAUSE) 

I would now ask that you join me in reciting the Annual Appeal prayer that can be found on the flap of the commitment envelope. 

I would now like to ask that each of you print your name, address, and phone number on the inside section of the envelope.  
(PAUSE) 

For those of you who are making or increasing a pledge today, please first tear off the flap of the envelope. On one side, please fill 
out your pledge or gift information in the box labeled “2019 Appeal Plan” on the right side of the flap, followed by your payment 
information. For those who have already responded with a gift to the 2019 Annual Appeal, thank you for your support!  Please select 
“Amen” in the options box. Then take a moment to write down your prayer requests to Bishop Strickland on the other side of the 
flap. Once you’ve completely filled out your prayer and gift information, slide the flap of paper into the envelope, seal it, and bring it 
up to me at the altar. I will ask that everyone turn in a card to me today.  
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PROCESO PARA EL FIN DE SEMANA DE COMPROMISO 
Wave 1: January 26-27 / Wave 2: February 23-24 

Anuncio 
Hoy es el fin de semana de compromiso en toda la Diócesis para la Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019. Si usted aún no ha hecho un 
donativo o una promesa, por favor hágalo hoy. Usted puede mandar por correo su donativo o promesa, llene una de los sobres en 
las bancas y póngalo en la canasta de la colecta, o done por internet. ¡Gracias por su generosidad! 

Oración de los Fieles 
Que Dios nos conceda un espíritu generoso para que así podamos ver la Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019 como una oportunidad para 
fortalecer a toda nuestra comunidad Diocesana al enseñar la fe nuevamente a todos los que viven en el Este de Texas, Oremos al 
Señor. 
 
Anuncio del Boletín 
Este fin de semana es el del compromiso a la Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019 en nuestra parroquia y en toda la  diócesis. El año 
pasado, el Obispo Strickland anunció su visión de hacer a la Diócesis de Tyler una diócesis de enseñanza en la Constitución en 
Enseñar la Fe Católica. Esta visión envuelve enseñar la fe nuevamente a cada miembro de nuestra diócesis: sacerdotes, seminaristas, 
diáconos, laicos, e incluso a los católicos alejados. La Promesa al Obispo provee para muchos ministerios para hacer de esta visión 
una realidad. Orando fervorosamente considere apoyar a la Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019 con una promesa. Las tarjetas de 
promesa se encuentran en nuestras bancas, y los donativos por internet pueden hacerse en www.givecentral.org/tylerbishop 
¡Gracias por su continua generosidad! 

 
GUIÓN PARA EL PROCESO DE DOMINGO DE COMPROMISO 

En breves momentos practicaremos el proceso de cómo usar el sobre de compromiso.  Y le pido a cada familia que aún no ha hecho 
un compromiso para este maravilloso esfuerzo el considerar unirse con un compromiso de sacrificio.  Si es posible, uno que sea 
reflexivo de las bendiciones de Dios en su vida.  

Si ustedes aún no han respondido, yo les pido a cada familia el considerar hacer su donativo hoy mismo.  Nuestra meta para esta 
Promesa es recibir una devota decisión de cada familia registrada.  Por lo tanto, yo le pido a cada familia que por favor completen un 
sobre hoy mismo – incluso si ya hicieron su donativo o aún están orando por su decisión.  Esto nos ayudará a proporcionar un 
registro preciso de compromisos y los feligreses con quien debemos tener seguimiento. 

Si podemos todos tomemos algunos minutos, me gustaría pedirle a todos que tomen un un sobre de la promesa y un lápiz. (PAUSA) 

Me gustaría ahora pedirles que me acompañen al recitar la Oración de la Promesa Anual que se encuentra en la solapa del sobre 
de compromiso. 

Ahora me gustaría pedirles que cada uno de ustedes imprima su nombre, dirección, y número de teléfono en la sección de 
adentro del sobre.  (PAUSA) 

Para todos aquellos que hoy están haciendo o aumentando su promesa, por favor separen la solapa del sobre. En un lado, por favor 
complete su información de promesa o donativo en el cuadro marcado “Plan de Promesa 2019” en el lado derecho de la solapa, 
seguido de su información de pago. Para todos aquellos que ya han respondido con un donativo a la Promesa Anual 2019, ¡gracias 
por su apoyo!  Por favor seleccione "amén" como su opción de donación. Después tomen un momento para escribir su petición de 
oración para el Obispo  Strickland en el otro lado de la solapa. Una vez que haya llenado el completamente su oración e información 
de donativo, deslice la solapa de papel dentro del sobre, ciérrelo y póngalo en la canasta de la colecta.  
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APPEAL FOLLOW-UP PROCEDURES 
Wave 1: February 2-3 / Wave 2: March 2-3 

Preparation for Mass 

 Ensure the Bulletin announcements are in the bulletins 
 Have the appropriate Prayers of the Faithful to be read 
 Scatter extra brochures in the pew, if there are any remaining 
 Add the Appeal Announcement to your regular announcements 

Optional During Mass  

 After the homily, instruct the volunteer chosen to speak to utilize the talking points provided to encourage your 
parishioners to participate in the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal, “Do This in Memory of Me.”   

 During the prayers of the faithful, read the provided petition. 
 Read the provided announcement. 

APPEAL FOLLOW-UP PUBLICITY 
All announcements, Prayers of the Faithful, bulletin announcements and bulletin inserts can be requested directly from Allyson 

Grubbs, Bishop’s Annual Appeal Coordinator, at The Diocese of Tyler. 

Announcement 
This is the last weekend announcements will be made for the 2019 Bishop’s Annual. If you have not yet made your commitment, 
please prayerfully consider making a gift in support of our diocese. 
Prayer of the Faithful 
For the success of the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal, and for the joy of generously caring for the Church, We Pray to the Lord.  
Bulletin Announcement 
The 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal is how YOU can support our seminarians, our retired clergy, and our diocesan mission to teach the 
Catholic Faith throughout East Texas. Our clergy, families, parishes, and missions are strengthened through your gifts to the Appeal. 
Please mail in your pledge or gift, drop in in the collections basket, or make your donation online at www.dioceseoftyler.org/appeal. 
Every gift brings us closer to our goal. Thank you! 

FIN DE SEMANA SIGUIMENTO PARA EL LLAMADO DEL OBISPO 
Wave 1: February 2-3 / Wave 2: March 2-3 

Anuncio 

Este es el último fin de semana en que se anunciará la Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019. Si usted aún no ha hecho su compromiso, por 
favor considere hacer un donativo en apoyo de nuestra diócesis. 
 
Oración de los Fieles 

Por el éxito de la Promesa Anual al Obispo, y por el valor para decir ‘sí’ a las maneras en las cuales Dios nos llama para que 
generosamente apoyemos a la Iglesia, Oremos al Señor.  
Anuncio del Boletín 

La Promesa Anual al Obispo 2019 es la manera en que USTED puede ayudar a nuestros seminaristas, clericós jubilados, y a nuestra 
misión diocesana de enseñar la fe católica en el Este de Texas. Nuestro clero, familias, parroquias y misiones son fortalecidos con su 
generosidad a la Promesa. Por favor envíe por correo su promesa o donativo, póngala en la canasta de la colecta, o haga su donación 
por pagina de internet: www.givercentral.org/tylerbishop/. Cada donativo nos acerca más a nuestra meta. ¡Gracias! 

http://www.dioceseoftyler.org/appeal
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What is the Bishop’s Annual Appeal, “Do This in Memory of Me”? Why is it important? 
The Bishop’s Annual Appeal is the primary vehicle which enables the diocese to fund various programs, services, and ministries 
throughout the diocese and within our parishes. Above all else, The Bishop’s Annual Appeal is your opportunity to join your diocesan 
family in supporting the work of Christ in the local Church.  The Appeal is the foundation of the diocese, upon which all of our 
ministries are built. Without a solid foundation to fund these important programs and ministries, we simply cannot grow or thrive.  
 
Can I make a one-time gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal instead of making a pledge? 
Certainly!  Participation is the most important component of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. We ask that you consider a gift or pledge 
that reflects the blessings God has provided for you. Remember, it is equal sacrifice not necessarily equal giving. 
 
Can I make a recurring, monthly gift to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal? 
Yes! You have the option to give to “Our Mission Monthly,” an ongoing, recurring monthly gift program. Instead of a pledge with a 
definite end date, a gift to “Our Mission Monthly” allows the donor to give an electronic, recurring gift that continues year after year 
to the Appeal. This saves the Diocese of Tyler money and resources and it saves the donor time and the hassle of remembering to 
make a payment on a pledge. 
 
Is my contribution to Bishop’s Annual Appeal part of my tithe to the Church? 
The vision of Bishop Strickland is to evangelize and catechize all of East Texas. He strongly encourages parishioners to work towards 
giving a full tithe of 10% to God as the Creator and Giver of all things adding that he also encourages the sharing of our time, talent 
and treasure in gratitude.  A good recommendation is that you contribute 5% to your parish, 4% to other causes and faith-based 
ministries such as the Priests for Tomorrow campaign, Catholic Charities or St. Vincent DePaul and 1% to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.   
 
How much should I give to the Bishop’s Annual Appeal? 
God has given each one of us gifts, graces, talents and abilities which are to be shared responsibly and wisely with others. Faithful 
stewardship is more than occasional acts of charity and service. It is a way of life, a commitment to giving of our time, talent and 
treasure in thanksgiving for all the blessings we have received from God. We are continuously challenged to make our financial gifts 
from our substance, not our abundance, in proportion to the blessings we have received. 
 
Is my pledge legally binding? 
No. A pledge is a commitment made under a particular set of circumstances. If those circumstances change, you may adjust 
the pledge payments and/or balance accordingly. 
 
Just what will the Bishop’s Annual Appeal Funds be used for?  
The gifts received by the Bishop’s Annual Appeal are used exclusively for the work of the Church in the Diocese of Tyler. These 
services and programs include:  Seminarians, Vocations, Retired & Infirm Priests, Priest’s continuing formation, the CET Magazine 
and Communications, Stewardship & Development, Tribunal Services, Ethics & Integrity, Campus Ministry, Catholic Schools, Catholic 
Charities, and the St. Philip Institute which provides Family Life Ministry, Marriage Ministry, Youth Ministry, Faith Formation 
Programs, and Hispanic Ministry. 
 
How is the Bishop’s Annual Appeal Target determined? 
The diocesan target for the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal is $2,000,000. This amount is determined by the diocesan budget and the 
work of Bishop Strickland alongside the Finance Committee to provide funding for the services and programs the Appeal supports. 
 
How are the Bishop’s Annual Appeal Parish Targets determined? 
Based on the urgent need of the Diocese, the overall target for the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal is $2,000,000.  Each parish will have 
a target based on the percentage of overall offertory (Sunday collections) that the parish receives each week.  These are targets, not 
assessments! Money raised will not be subject to the cathedraticum. 
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Overall Target of New Appeal:  $2,000,000----Are Parish Targets Mandatory? 
No. The 2019 parish targets are not mandatory. It is expected that all parishes will participate in the Appeal and will generate a 
substantial amount of in-pew pledges. All parishes should strive to achieve 100% participation among their parishioners. 

TO THE LAY COORDINATOR 
 

Your pastor is asking you to help him coordinate the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  With your help and organizational ability, we ask 
you to be aware of what the Appeal is about and how your participation will guide others to be an active participant.  Your 
willingness and faith to commit your time and talent to the service of your parish is a blessing to your pastor and the parishioners.  

As the Bishop’s Annual Appeal Lay Coordinator, your role is to assist your pastor to conduct a successful campaign as well as help 
other parishioners grow in the awareness that they belong to a larger Catholic Church --‐ the Diocese of Tyler. 

You will serve as a link between the Bishop and the people of your parish, working together with your pastor and parish 
administration. Your responsibility is to ensure that the necessary steps for success are completed in a timely fashion. Your personal 
commitment to the diocesan Church is the message you need to share on behalf of Bishop Joseph Strickland and your Pastor.  

It is important that you familiarize yourself with the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal and to lead by example. Start by reviewing the 
Case Elements and understanding what ministries the Appeal financially supports. Make your own pledge early in the campaign and 
motivate and guide others to consider their own pledge. Strongly encourage all members of your major parish committees to make 
a pledge, i.e. Parish Council, Parish Finance Committee, Parish Stewardship Committee, Parish Board of Education, Religious 
Educators, etc. 

LAY COORDINATOR RESPONSIBILITIES 
 Read this resource manual in its entirety. 

 
 Follow the timetable.  

 
 Become familiar with all BAA materials.  

 
 View the video before BAA Commitment Sunday weekend and ensure you have the proper equipment to show the video at 

ALL Masses on Wave 1: January 26-27 / Wave 2: February 23-24. 
 

 Recruit a sufficient number of volunteers to assist you. You’ll need volunteers to pass out materials after the homily during 
all Masses during Commitment Weekend, Wave 1: January 26-27 / Wave 2: February 23-24.  

 
 Assist your pastor in all areas of conducting a smooth in-pew solicitation for the 2019 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 

 
 Make proper use of program materials and visual aids. (Bulletin and pulpit announcements, video, brochures, etc.) 

 
 Provide opportunities for every parishioner to be able to say "yes" or "no". DO NOT assume that someone will not give. 

There is no gift too small or too large.  
 

 Follow reporting procedures to the Stewardship & Development Office. 
 

 Assist your pastor in preparing for and implementing Appeal Follow-Up Weekend on Wave 1: February 2-3 / Wave 2: 
March 2-3, to ensure that your parishioners have been given another opportunity to pledge. Aim for 100% participation in 
your parish.   

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Allyson Grubbs in the Stewardship & Development Office at (903) 534-1077 ext. 161. 
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LAY COORDINATOR CHECKLIST 
2019 BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL 

 

_____Contact the pastor concerning materials. Be sure you and your volunteers know where brochures/pledge envelopes, 
pens/pencils are located and where the video and video equipment can be found. 

 _____ Recruit volunteers for Education Sunday so they will know where and when to distribute Appeal materials.  

_____ Recruit Commitment Sunday volunteers so they will know how to help you operate the video equipment, when to distribute 
pledge/commitment materials and when to collect commitment envelopes. 

_____ Arrange showing the video at all Masses on  Wave 1: January 26-27 / Wave 2: February 23-24. The week before Commitment 
Sunday, practice using the video equipment with your pastor and Commitment Sunday volunteers so everything will run smoothly at 
Mass and in the appropriate amount of time. 

_____ See that the bulletin announcements are placed in the parish bulletin weekly.  

_____ Arrange for prayers of the faithful each week.  

_____Distribute the pledge envelopes on Commitment Weekend at each Mass and make them available as parishioners are leaving.  

_____Distribute Appeal brochures in the pews and around the parish each week. 

_____ Place all collected pledge envelopes in a large envelope or box and make arrangements to deliver pledge envelopes to the 
Stewardship & Development Office at the Chancery. It is not necessary for the parish office to open or audit the pledge envelopes 
unless your pastor prefers that you do so. 

 _____ If your pastor wants your parish office to open the pledge envelopes, be sure the checks, cash or payments remain in the 
pledge envelope. DO NOT SEPARATE PAYMENTS FROM THE ENVELOPES. Make arrangements to deliver the pledge envelopes with 
any payments to the Stewardship & Development Office at the Chancery as soon as possible and no later than January 26th (March 
8th).. 

_____Continue to turn in any commitments that are returned after Commitment Weekend.  

PLEASE DO NOT DEPOSIT THE FUNDS AT THE PARISH. ALL FUNDS WILL BE DEPOSITED BY THE STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICE. 
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Talking Points for Volunteer Presenter 

 
Summary: Talking points for a brief 2-3 minute address after Mass on Wave 1: January 26-27 / Wave 2: February 
23-24 from a volunteer on how the Appeal impacts their life and the life of the Church. 
 
Introduce Yourself 
 
Introduce yourself with a brief description: 

Example: Good morning, I’m John Smith and this is my wife Mary. We’ve been parishioners at (your church) for 
nearly ten years. We’d like to share our experiences with the Bishop’s Annual Appeal and how it impacts the 
missionary work we do in the parish and beyond. 

Tell Your Story. Highlight a ministry(s) that you’ve benefited from or how your parish benefits in some way. Speak 
with passion so that parishioners will be engaged and inspired by your story. Examples: Support for our clergy, 
vocations and seminarian support, evangelization and parish ministry, social services and outreach and young adult 
and campus ministry. 
 
How are you inspired? We are grateful for the blessings we have; We are called to the mission of the Church and 
giving to the Appeal helps us to do this. 

 

Ask for Involvement 
 
Example: Your support is critical to the success of the 2019 Appeal, Do This in Memory of Me. Today I am asking 
that each one of you show your support by committing to a gift. The reason is not just because the church has a 
need and the causes are worthy, but especially because this is a part of what it means to be Catholic. This year’s 
total target for the 2019 Appeal, Do This in Memory of Me is $2 million. Our parish target is $  ________. 

I ask that you support the needs of our diocese through the 2019 Appeal. Please know that every gift, no matter 
the amount, will make a difference. I’m asking you to consider giving a gift reflective of the blessings you’ve 
received this year.” 

There are a variety of ways to fulfil your pledge: We encourage you to use your credit/debit card, set up automatic 
withdrawals from your checking account, or have the Office of Stewardship & Development send you a reminder. 
You can also donate stock or give through a charitable fund. If you prefer, you can also donate online – the web 
address is www.givecentral.org/tylerbishop/ 

  

Give Thanks 
 
Example: Thanks to your generosity, our Church is here in the missionary fields of East Texas. I, along with Father  ,  
thank you today in advance for your support of the Bishop’s Annual Appeal. The choice to make a difference is yours. 
Thank you, and God bless you and keep you always. 

 

 

http://www.givecentral.org/tylerbishop/


18 
 

 
PLEDGE PROCESSING 

 

Collect the pledge envelopes and deliver them to the Stewardship & Development Office at the Chancery, making sure 
to count the number of envelopes present in your delivered batch. PLEASE DO NOT process the pledge envelopes, count 
money, or put labels on the envelopes. If there is difficulty in making this delivery, please contact Allyson Grubbs at 903-
534-1077 ext. 161. 

Once at the Chancery offices to deliver your envelopes, you will need to sign off on a transmittal sheet, verifying the 
number of envelopes in your batch. You will receive a copy of this signed transmittal sheet. 

Parish bookkeeping is not required. The Stewardship & Development Office at the Chancery will provide status reports 
periodically to the parishes, monthly reminders will be sent to parishioners and a tax statement will be provided after 
the end of the year. 

SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR NEED HELP IN ANY WAY, PLEASE CALL ALLYSON GRUBBS IN THE 
STEWARDSHIP & DEVELOPMENT OFFICE AT 903-534-1077 ext. 161. 

 


	Every Sunday we gather as a community to remember the Paschal Mystery. The suffering, death, and Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ, is at the very core of our human existence. God took on flesh to share in our humanity. He heals our brokenness an...
	As we gather around the altar and share in this timeless sacrifice, we encounter Christ as taken, blessed, broken, and given. He offers himself as the Sacrificial Lamb; He is blessed as a most holy sacrifice, a spotless victim; He is broken and given ...
	Without the priest, there is no Eucharist. We need good men as priests in East Texas not only to shepherd the flock, but also to offer as oblation the most Holy Body and Blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ. In order to foster vocations and honor the men w...
	Talking Points for Volunteer Presenter
	Introduce Yourself
	Ask for Involvement
	Give Thanks

