
 

 

 

 

June 28, 2017 

Dear Gorman Community,  

As your shepherd, I feel that I need to make an immediate statement to you regarding my decision 

about the position of president at Bishop Gorman School. I know these past few days have been very 

difficult for many reasons, chief among them was the manner in which this transition was carried out. 

For that, I sincerely and humbly apologize to the Gorman community, to my brother priests, and most 

of all, to Father Anthony McLaughlin.  

Let me be absolutely clear that Father McLaughlin is one of the finest priests I have ever worked with 

and that he truly has the heart of a pastor. In NO WAY whatsoever was my decision a result of anything 

that Father McLaughlin did or said. Those who are spreading any false accusations or gossip about 

Father McLaughlin are committing a serious sin against the Eighth Commandment.  

Father McLaughlin has generously and effectively served as my vicar general during significant 

organizational changes for the Diocese of Tyler. His experience, credibility, knowledge, 

professionalism, and respect by the clergy have been invaluable in assisting me in the governance of the 

diocese. Similarly, he wholeheartedly embraced the new position of President of Bishop Gorman 

School. His unique ability and his experience with the Gorman community has been very successful in 

transitioning in a new principal and the new construction. In terms of his future, Father McLaughlin and 

I are working very closely on exciting new opportunities for his priestly ministry.  

Please know that my decision was simply based on my judgement that this personnel move was in the 

best interest of my vision for the Diocese. I have been working for many months to provide as solid an 

administration as possible in preparation for launching the St. Philip Institute for Catechesis and 

Evangelization. Changing vicars general at this time, I believe, will be helpful as we move forward. 

I certainly have a deep love for the Gorman community and a deep commitment to its important 

mission. I believe the president-principal model will serve well. Now that the transition to the new 

model and new principal is complete, I believe a change in president can be made without interrupting 

the important mission.  

I do understand that there will be some sadness with the transition, as this is a normal part of the 

process when a friend leaves to serve another place. I know that you love Father McLaughlin and I am 

confident that you will come to love Father Stoeppel. 

I will be issuing a recorded message soon, but know that my heart is broken because I have hurt my 

family. Please pray for me and know that I will do all I can to bring healing and an even stronger 

Gorman family as we carry this cross together. 

 

 Sincerely yours in the Lord Jesus, 

 

 

 

+Joseph 


